
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6889

As Reported By Senate Committee On:
Health & Long-Term Care, February 07, 2008

Title:  An act relating to the development of a secure internet-based format for health care quality
data.

Brief Description:  Developing a secure internet-based format for health care quality data.

Sponsors:  Senators Pflug, Keiser, Parlette, Kohl-Welles, Oemig, Rasmussen, Weinstein and
McCaslin.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Health & Long-Term Care: 2/6/08, 2/7/08 [DP-WM].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH & LONG-TERM CARE

Majority Report:  Do pass and be referred to Committee on Ways & Means.
Signed by Senators Keiser, Chair; Franklin, Vice Chair; Pflug, Ranking Minority

Member; Carrell, Fairley, Kastama, Kohl-Welles and Marr.

Staff:  Mich'l Needham (786-7442)

Background:  There is a growing interest in measuring and reporting on the quality of
provider performance, and in linking performance with evidence-based practice standards.  
Some examples of leaders in the quality field include the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), which sponsors
research efforts to assess evidence-based practice and measure outcomes and effectiveness,
and the Puget Sound Health Alliance, a local non-profit organization, which recently released
the first Community Checkup Report with measures on 21 types of care provided to more than
1.6 million patients in King, Pierce, Snohomish, Kitsap, and Thurston Counties.

Summary of Bill:  A standing work group is created to develop an accessible secure
internet-based format for evidence-based information for all state residents to understand
health records and the quality of performance of providers.  The work group must develop a
method to promote provider behavior change for a set of carefully selected measures; develop a
method to communicate to providers the insurance plan's management data on total patient
episode cost; and develop a method to communicate to the public accurate provider
performance comparison data.

The work group is chaired jointly by the Governor and the Attorney General, who jointly
appoint representatives who are issue and technical experts, representatives of tribes,
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business, labor, insurance, provider groups, health care consumer groups, and higher education
health professional training centers.  The Health Care Authority's Quality Forum must report
to the work group quarterly on recommendations and findings of the Puget Sound Health
Alliance and others.  Staff support for the work group is provided by the Legislature, with
assistance from state agencies that purchase health care and the Attorney General's Office.  
The work group must report to the Legislature each November 1 on statutory or funding
changes necessary to support the goal of the act.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 24, 2008.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  Yes.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:   PRO:  This is an initial step to improve transparency
for consumers and will help provide additional tools for our citizens to manage their care and
choose quality providers.

Persons Testifying: PRO:  Senator Pflug, prime sponsor.
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